


 
November 7: Shakeel Syed. “Communities United for Peace and Justice.”  University Hall 106, 12:00-1:10 P.M. 

[Sponsored by the Intellectual Life and Visiting Scholars Committee, the Department of World Languages and 
Literatures, the Arabic Studies Program, the Muslim Student Association, Students for International Knowl-
edge, the Political Science Department, the International Institute, the Diversity Committee, and the Interna-
tional Center. Contact person:  Dany Doueiri, 909-537-5814] 

 
Mr. Shakeel Syed, the Executive Director of the Islamic Shura Council of Southern California, is a dynamic 
liaison between half a million Muslims, the community-at-large, and a variety of institutions. Mr. Syed has 
conducted many humanitarian projects in Chechnya, Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Kashmir, Indonesia, and 
Turkey. Based on his work with interfaith and social justice groups, he will give articulate insights into the 
post-9/11 conditions of Muslims who have migrated to the U.S., some of whose lives have been shattered with 
lengthy trials, detainment, deportations, and separations.  

 
November 8: Justin McDaniel.  “Ritual and Magic in Theravada Buddhism.” Sycamore Room, Lower Com-

mons, 12:00-1:50 P.M. [Sponsored by the Intellectual Life and Visiting Scholars Committee, the Communi-
cation Studies Department, the Anthropology Department, the Asian Studies Program, the Diversity Commit-
tee, the International Institute, and the International Center] 

   
 Dr. McDaniel, a professor in the Department of Religious Studies at UC Riverside ,is a speaker of a number 

of Asian languages including Thai and Lao, and has spent time as a Buddhist monk. He uses stories, digital 
photos, and artifacts from his personal collection to make Buddhism come to life from an insider’s perspec-
tive. His talk on Buddhist rituals will fascinate and entertain a general audience and will add depth to the un-
derstanding of participants who come with a basic understanding of Buddhism. 

  
November 8: Ron Chen. Movie showing and discussion on “To Live.” Pine Room, Lower Commons, 4:00-6:00 

P.M. [Sponsored by the Asian Studies program, the English Department, the Anthropology Department, the 
Communication Studies Department, Film Studies Minor, the International Center and the International Insti-
tute.] 

 
 The film "To Live," directed by the renown film director Zhang Yimo, portrays the life of ordinary 

Chinese people from the 1960s to the 1980s, the most turbulent period of time in communist China. 
The common  folk may not have much control over their lives, but they have the will to cope with 
what life offers and the dignity to live in a society that seems intent on stripping dignity of its mem-
bers. 

 
 Dr. Ron Chen, Chair of the CSUSB English Department, lived in China until 1995. In addition to 
books and articles on linguistics, he has published poetry, short stories, and essays in Chinese magazines and 
newspapers, including the “People’s Dairy.” H lived through a period of time portrayed in the film “To 
Live” and was a supporter of the June 4th student movement (The Tiananmen Square Incident) in 1989. 
 
November 9: Professors Across Borders Workshop, Pine Room, Lower Commons, 9:30-11:30 A.M. Presenta-

tions by travel grant recipients. Information about applying for travel grants.  [Sponsored by the Interna-
tional Institute and the Teaching Resource Center] 

      
Robert London (Turkey) 
John Skillman (Panama) 
Black Charlotte (Ghana) 

Laura Young (Ghana) 
Angela Louque (Ghana) 

Thelma Moore-Steward (Ghana) 
 

November 13: Film viewing and talk from the director Uli Stelzner.  “Asalto al sueño” (“Assaulted Dream”). 
Santos Manuel Student Union, Room 216, 12:00-2:00 P.M.  Director Uli Stelzner will be present to comment on 
the film. [Sponsored by the Latin American Studies Program, the Association of Latin American Studies,  and the 
University Diversity Committee. Contact person: Maria Antonieta Gallegos-Ruiz, 909-537-5858] 



 
This is a moving documentary film about the end and beginning, hope and doom of the American Dream. Thou-
sands of people leave their impoverished Central American countries to get into the U.S.A. By crossing the north-
ern border of Guatemala into Mexico, they’re embarking on one of the most dangerous migration routes in the 
world.  
 
Uli Stelzner is an independent director and filmmaker. He studied teaching and visual communication in Kassel, Germany 
and taught for several years in several Latin American countries such as Mexico, Guatemala, and Brasil. He is one of the 
founders of the group ISKA for visual arts. Stelzner has made several documentaries –“Ojala” (1992), “Romper el 
Cerco” (1993), “The Civilizers, Germans in Gautemala” (1998), and “The Adventures of a Cat” (2000) – and works with the 
project Visual Remembrance in Guatemala. His film “Testamento” won first prize at the Latin American Cinema Film Festi-
val, New York, 2005. “Asalto al Sueno” (2006) has won several awards including Kassel Film Festival 2006 (Germany), 
Icaro Film Festival 2006 (Guatemala), and the Viewers choice Award at the Palmas Festival (Canary Island – Spain). 

 
November 14:  Film viewing.  Facilitator: Uli Stelzner. Film Title: “Invisible--Illegal in Europe.”  Santos Manuel 

Student Union Room 217. 12:00-2:00 P.M. Uli Stelzner will be commenting on Andreas Voigt’s film.   
[Sponsored by the Latin American Studies Program, the Association of Latin American Studies, and the Univer-
sity Diversity Committee. Contact person: Maria Antonieta Gallegos-Ruiz, 909-537-5858] 
 
Millions of people live illegally in Europe. The German documentary maker Andreas Voigt decided to follow five such people 
for a year. Five stories, from different parts of the world. Without commenting or making any political analysis, “Invisible—
Illegal in Europe,” sketches five portraits of people who keep hoping for happiness, but have to submit to their fate. 

 
November 15:  John Bostick. “The work of the Heifer Project in Honduras.” Jack Brown Hall 114, 2:00-4:00 P.M. 

[Sponsored by the Intellectual Life and Visiting Scholars Committee and the Department of Health Science and 
Human Ecology. Contact person: Joe Hughes 909-537-5418] 
Mr. Bostick, Manager of the Southwest Regional Office of the Heifer Project, has extensive experience with the Heifer Project 
in Honduras. Since its start in 1937, Heifer Project International has been working to solve the problem of world hunger.  Its 
philosophy is based on establishing economic self-reliance by providing basic resources, especially life-sustaining animals, to 
people in developing countries.  There are now more than 500 Heifer Projects in 37 countries.   Education is a primary tool 
used to solve the problem of the inequitable distribution of world resources.     

November 15: Students for International Knowledge (SIK).  Panel discussion on "The Many         Benefits of Studying 
Abroad." Pine Room, Lower Commons, 12:00-1:30 P.M. [Sponsored by the International Center and the Inter-
national Institute.  Contact Person: Natalia Carvajal, 760-885-1913. 

 
November 16:  Ricardo Barreto, Nicaraguan Poet. Poetry reading, “Memorias de Nicaragua.” 10:30-11:30 A.M. 

Eucalyptus Room, Lower Commons.  [Sponsored by the Latin American Studies Program and the department of 
World Languages and Literatures.] 

 
Ricardo Barreto was born in León, Nicaragua. Barreto will read poems from two of his collections: "Las mariposas no 
mueren," and “¿Por qué te ocultas de mí?”  

 
November 20: Dr. Robin Larsen. Movie showing and discussion on “The Promise.” Pine Room, Lower Commons, 

4:00-6:00 P.M. [Sponsored by the Department of Communication Studies, Film Studies Minor, the Asian Studies 
Program, and the University Diversity Committee. Contact person: Robin Larsen, 909-537-5818] 

  
A tale of passion that unfolds against a backdrop of war as a beautiful and mysterious princess becomes the object of affection 
for three very different men--a powerful duke, a brave general and a lowly slave. As passions spark and egos clash, lives will 
be ruined and lovers spurned and no one will ever be the same.  

 
Dr. Robin Larsen, Associate Professor in the CSUSB Communication Studies Department, has taught courses in communica-
tion studies on the history of film, contemporary global cinema and society, the history and development of the documentary, 
and visual communication.  Her published film research is on the beginning of silent cinema, horror film censorship, and the 
star system.   

 
All events are free. Campus parking fees must be paid. Community members are encouraged to attend. 
Funding provided by the Intellectual Life and Visiting Scholars Committee, the International Institute, the International 
Center, the Teaching Resource Center, the Department of World Languages and Literatures, The Computer Science De-
partment, and the Diversity Committee. 



Fall Student Orientation. International Center’s 

Staff & Peer Advisors.  09/12/07 

“Thailand Today” Symposium sponsored by 

the International Institute. 04/26/07 

PBD Luncheon. International Center’s Peer PBD Induction Ceremony. Provost Fernandez 

(Center) led the ceremony.  02/01/2007 

Author Anchee Min with a  student, keynote speaker, PBD awards ceremony. 

Thailand Delegation. 10/19/07 



Unless otherwise indicated, contact Prof. Rueyling Chuang for details (909-537-7537) 




